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Authorôs Note 

 

April Fool, Phyllis! came to me from several different places. One of them 

was Phyllis. She does not have the shy, retiring characteristics usually asso-

ciated with her species, and she informed me, loudly, that she wanted an-

other story. So, I thought, what should her next story be about? I grew up in 

a family that enjoyed treasure hunts. We had them at Easter for jelly beans, 

hidden around the living room. And we had them at birthdays. My dad de-

vised elaborate clues with riddles, ciphers, and codes of all kinds ð a chal-

lenge to solve before school! ð and the clues led us to our birthday pre-

sents. So that's where the treasure hunt part came from. The maple syrup 

part came from my mom who, in a very Little House In The Big Woods way, 

took us out to tap trees, gather sap, and boil it down to syrup on our kitchen 

stove, even though we grew up in the '70s and could have just gone to the 

supermarket. We even tried making maple candy. Both treasure hunts and 

syrup making were delightful, memorable parts of my childhood, so I 

wanted to share them with Phyllis and with my young readers.  

 

ð Susanna Leonard Hill 

2011 

 

How to Use This Guide 

 

This classroom guide for April Fool, Phyllis! is designed for students in first 

grade. It offers activities to help you integrate April Fool, Phyllis! into Eng-

lish language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, social studies, and art cur-

ricula. 

 

All activities in this guide are linked to content standards. 

 

ELA and math activities are linked to the Common Core standards currently 

being adopted by most states. Science and social studies activities are linked 

to relevant content standards for Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 

New York, and Pennsylvania. At the back of this guide, you will find a list of 

the guide activities and their related content standards. 

 

A table of contents follows this page for easy reference. 
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1-1: Story Comprehension 
 

Before you read or listen to April Fool, Phyllis! , look at the cover. 

¶ What do you think the book will be about? Why do you think so? 
 

Now read or listen to the book. 

¶ Who is the main character? Why do you think so? 

¶ Who are some of the other characters? 

¶ What kind of animal is Phyllis? 

¶ Why do you think the book is called April Fool, Phyllis!? 
 

Where do you think the story takes place? 

¶ What clues can you find in the story or the pictures? 
 

Describe Phyllisôs home. 

¶ How is it different from your home? 

¶ How is it the same as your home? 

¶ Why do you think Phyllis and her family live underground? 
 

Phyllis and her cousins go on a treasure hunt. 

¶ Have you ever been on a treasure hunt? Describe the things you looked for. 

¶ What are some of the clues the young groundhogs follow? 

¶ Why didnôt the groundhogs find the treasure on their first try? 
 

Letôs talk about the people who made April Fool, Phyllis!  

¶ Who is the author? 

¶ Who is the illustrator? 

¶ What kind of work did each person do to make the book? 

¶ If you could make a picture book, would you rather be the author or the illustrator? Or 

both? Give your reasons. 
 

Compare the illustration on pages 14 and 15 to the one on pages 26 and 27. 

¶ What is happening in each illustration? 

¶ How does the illustrator use color to make you feel the weather? 
 

As a class, read Punxsutawney Phyllis, by Susanna Leonard Hill. 

¶ How is it similar to April Fool, Phyllis!? How is it different? 
 

Now read The Blizzard, by Betty Ren Wright. 

¶ How is it similar to April Fool, Phyllis!? How is it different? 

GRADE 1 
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1-2: Adjectives: Real-Life Connections 
 

An adjective is a word that describes a person, a place, or a thing. 

 

All of the adjectives below appear in April Fool, Phyllis!  On the page given, read the adjective 

in its sentence to discover and describe what it means. 

 

Then, for each adjective, think of a person, a place, or a thing in your own life that fits that can 

be described by that adjective. Share your answers with your whole class. How are your an-

swers similar? How are they different? 

 

¶ extraordinaire  (pg. 4) 
 

¶ old  (8) 
 

¶ great  (8) 
 

¶ cold  (11) 
 

¶ white  (13) 
 

¶ lost  (13) 
 

¶ little  (15) 
 

¶ big  (17) 
 

¶ sweet  (17) 
 

¶ warm  (17) 
 

¶ young  (20) 
 

¶ sticky  (20) 
 

¶ thick*  (25) 
 

¶ fast*  (25) 
 

¶ impossible  (25) 
 

¶ few  (25) 
 

¶ swirling  (25) 
 

¶ nearby  (25) 
 

¶ empty  (29) 

 

 

*May also be read as adverbs. 

GRADE 1 
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1-3: Write and Illustrate Your Own Weather Story  
 

In April Fool, Phyllis!, Phyllisôs family a sudden change in the weather surprises Phyllisôs fam-

ily. Think about a time when the weather surprised you. Did you wake up to find deep snow 

outside? Did a gust of wind blow off your hat? Did you get caught in a rain shower without an 

umbrella? 

 

In the spaces below, write a story about a time the weather surprised you, then draw a picture to 

illustrate your story. 

 

Title: _____________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

GRADE 1 
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1-4: Word Problems 
 

When he built the burrow, Grandfather Ground had to build steps down from the door. The first 

day he built 7 steps. Then next day, he built the 5 remaining steps. How many steps did Grand-

father Groundhog build in all? 

7 + 5 = ? 

 

 

Pete and Jill collect 18 walnuts. After Jill gives Pete some of the walnuts, she has 10 left over. 

How many walnuts has Jill given to Pete? 

 

18 - ? = 10 

 

 

Aunt Sassy makes hats for all of the groundhogs in the valley. She leaves the burrow with 15 

hats. She delivers 6 of the hats. How many hats does Aunt Sassy still have to deliver? 

 

15 - 6 = ? 

 

 

Willis really likes maple candy. When Phyllis throws it into the air, Willis puts several pieces 

into his right pocket. Then, when nobody is looking, Willis puts 6 pieces in his left pocket. 

Later, Willis empties his pockets. He counts 13 pieces of candy in all. How many pieces did 

Willis put in his right pocket? 

? + 6 = 13 

 

 

Phil Junior counts 3 ravens on the way to school Wednesday. On Thursday, he counts 5 ravens. 

Before the weekend, Phil Junior counts 16 ravens in all. How many ravens did Phil Junior count 

on Friday? 

3 + 5 + ? = 16 

 

 

Phyllis helps Uncle Phil make pancakes for breakfast. Uncle Phil makes 9 pancakes. Phyllis 

makes 7 pancakes. By the time they sit down to eat, 12 of the pancakes have been eaten. How 

many pancakes are left for Uncle Phil and Phyllis to share? 

 

    9 + 7 - 12 = ? 

GRADE 1 
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1-5: Measurement and Data 
 

Phyllis spotted these flowers in the meadow: 

 

 4 purple crocuses 

 5 yellow crocuses 

 3 purple violets 

 7 white violets 

 2 purple pansies 

 4 yellow pansies 

 

 

Make a table with three columns: Crocuses, Violets, and Pansies. In each column, write how 

many of that flower Phyllis spotted. 

 

¶ How many are in each category (column)? 

¶ How many more violets did Phyllis see, compared to pansies? 

¶ How many fewer pansies did Phyllis see, compared to crocuses? 

¶ Which kind of flower did Phyllis see the most of? 

¶ Which kind did she see the fewest of? 

¶ How many flowers did Phyllis see in all? 

 

 

Now make a new table with three new categories: Purple, Yellow, and White. In each column, 

write the number of flowers Phyllis spotted in the meadow. 

 

¶ How many flowers were purple? How many were yellow? How many were white? 

¶ How many fewer white flowers did Phyllis spot, compared to purple things? 

¶ How many more yellow flowers did Phyllis see, compared to white flowers? 

¶ Phyllis saw an equal number of flowers in two different colors. Which two colors? 
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