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Authorôs Note 

 

April Fool, Phyllis! came to me from several different places. One of them 

was Phyllis. She does not have the shy, retiring characteristics usually asso-

ciated with her species, and she informed me, loudly, that she wanted an-

other story. So, I thought, what should her next story be about? I grew up in 

a family that enjoyed treasure hunts. We had them at Easter for jelly beans, 

hidden around the living room. And we had them at birthdays. My dad de-

vised elaborate clues with riddles, ciphers, and codes of all kinds ð a chal-

lenge to solve before school! ð and the clues led us to our birthday pre-

sents. So that's where the treasure hunt part came from. The maple syrup 

part came from my mom who, in a very Little House In The Big Woods way, 

took us out to tap trees, gather sap, and boil it down to syrup on our kitchen 

stove, even though we grew up in the '70s and could have just gone to the 

supermarket. We even tried making maple candy. Both treasure hunts and 

syrup making were delightful, memorable parts of my childhood, so I 

wanted to share them with Phyllis and with my young readers.  

 

ð Susanna Leonard Hill 

2011 

 

How to Use This Guide 

 

This classroom guide for April Fool, Phyllis! is designed for students in sec-

ond grade. It offers activities to help you integrate April Fool, Phyllis! into 

English language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, social studies, and art 

curricula. 

 

All activities in this guide are linked to content standards. 

 

ELA and math activities are linked to the Common Core standards currently 

being adopted by most states. Science and social studies activities are linked 

to relevant content standards for Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 

New York, and Pennsylvania. At the back of this guide, you will find a list of 

the guide activities and their related content standards. 

 

A table of contents follows this page for easy reference. 
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2-1: Story Comprehension 
 

Before you read or listen to April Fool, Phyllis! , look at the cover. 

¶ What do you think the book will be about? Why do you think so? 

 

Now read or listen to the book. 

¶ Who is the main character? Why do you think so? 

¶ Who are some of the other characters? 

¶ What kind of animal is Phyllis? 

¶ Why do you think the book is called April Fool, Phyllis!? 

¶ Do you think the story in April Fool, Phyllis!  is fiction (make-believe) or nonfiction 

(fact)? Explain your thinking. 

 

Where do you think the story takes place? 

¶ What clues can you find in the story or the pictures? 

 

Describe Phyllisôs home. 

¶ How is it different from your home? 

¶ How is it the same as your home? 

¶ Why do you think Phyllis and her family live under-

ground? How might that help in the winter? How about in the summer? 

 

Phyllis and her cousins go on a treasure hunt. 

¶ Have you ever been on a treasure hunt? Describe the things you looked for. 

¶ What are some of the clues the young groundhogs follow? 

¶ Why didnôt the groundhogs find the treasure on their first try? 

¶ Explain how the clues have more than one meaning. 

 

Letôs talk about the people who made April Fool, Phyllis!  

¶ Who is the author? 

¶ Who is the illustrator? 

¶ What kind of work did each person do to make the book? 

¶ If you could make a picture book, would you rather be the author or the illustrator? Or 

both? Give your reasons. 

 

Compare the illustration on pages 14 and 15 to the one on pages 26 and 

27. 

¶ What is happening in each illustration? 

¶ How does the illustrator use color to make you feel the weather? 

 

As a class, read Punxsutawney Phyllis, by Susanna Leonard Hill. 

¶ How is it similar to April Fool, Phyllis!? How is it different? 

 

Now read The Schoolchildrenôs Blizzard, by Marty Rhodes Figley. 

¶ How is it similar to April Fool, Phyllis!? How is it different? 

GRADE 2 
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2-2: Compound Words 
 

A compound word is made of two or more base words put together. You can usually use those 

base words to find the meaning of a compound word. For example, CLASSROOM is a com-

pound word: 

CLASSROOM = CLASS + ROOM 

 

It describes a place (ROOM) where a group of students (CLASS) meets to learn. 

 

The compound words below appear in April Fool, Phyllis!  Break down each word into its base 

words. Discuss what the base words mean separately and what they may mean put together. On 

the page listed, read the compound word in its sentence. Does the compound word mean what 

you thought it would? 

 

everything  = ______________  +  _____________ (check page 4) 
 

something  = ______________  +  _____________ (4) 
 

breakfast   = ______________  +  _____________ (6) 
 

everyone   = ______________  +  _____________ (6) 
 

pancake   = ______________  +  _____________ (8) 
 

grandfather  = ______________  +  _____________ (8, 18) 
 

groundhog  = ______________  +  _____________ (8, 15) 
 

outside   = ______________  +  _____________ (11) 
 

nobody   = ______________  +  _____________ (13) 
 

grown-up   = ______________  +  _____________ (15) 
 

nothing   = ______________  +  _____________ (15) 
 

inside   = ______________  +  _____________ (17) 
 

nowhere   = ______________  +  _____________ (18) 
 

blackberry  = ______________  +  _____________ (20) 
 

snowflake  = ______________  +  _____________ (20) 
 

another  = ______________  +  _____________ (23) 
 

indeed   = ______________  +  _____________ (25) 
 

nearby   = ______________  +  _____________ (25) 
 

handful  = ______________  +  _____________ (31) 

GRADE 2 
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2-3: Shades of Meaning 
 

Many words are similar in meaning, but with important differences. Below are all the ways the 

characters of April Fool, Phyllis!  say something. On the page given, read each word in its sen-

tence. Use the sentence and the story around it to determine what the word means. Use the word 

in a new sentence. Then, pick two words from the list ð two ways of saying something ð and 

demonstrate them by saying this sentence: 

 

ñI will read the book.ò  

 

¶ announce  (page 6) 

¶ snicker  (6) 

¶ insist  (6) 

¶ exclaim  (11) 

¶ shout  (11) 

¶ yell  (13) 

¶ suggest  (15) 

¶ demand  (17) 

¶ explain  (23) 

¶ cry  (25) 

 

Bonus words 

¶ whisper 

¶ murmur 

¶ screech 

¶ mumble 

¶ shriek 

¶ bellow 

 

Can you think of more ways to say something? 

GRADE 2 
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2-4: Word Problems 
 

The young groundhogs catch fireflies one summer night. All together, they catch 54 fireflies. 

Pete accidentally lets a bunch of the fireflies escape. At the end of the night, the cousins count 

19 fireflies in their jars. How many fireflies did Pete let escape? 

 

54 - ? = 19 

 

Cousin Jill helps Grandfather Groundhog store maple syrup jugs. Grandfather puts 38 jugs on 

the shelf. Together, he and Jill store 67 jugs. How many jugs did Jill put on the shelf? 

 

38 + ? = 67 

 

This winter, Phyllis recorded 14 fewer days with snow on the ground than last year. This year, 

there were 73 days with snow cover. On how many days last year was there snow on the 

ground? 

73 + 14 = ? 

 

Phil Junior carries buckets of maple sap to the sugar house. After he carries 32 buckets, there 

are still 23 buckets left. How many buckets of maple sap were there when Phil Junior began? 

 

? - 32 = 23 

 

On the way to the stream, Phyllis counted 11 daffodils. From there to the pond, she counted 8 

more. By the time Phyllis got back to the burrow, she had counted 31 daffodils in all. How 

many daffodils did Phyllis count between the pond and the burrow? 

 

11 + 8 + ? = 31 

 

Partway up her tree house, Phyllis begins counting the stairs; she counts 24. On the way back 

down, Phyllis counts all of the stairs and finds there are 43. How many stairs had Phyllis 

climbed up before she started counting? 

? + 24 = 43 

 

After the first week of syrup making this year, Grandfather Groundhog counted 26 jugs of ma-

ple syrup stored in the sugar house. Aunt Sassy took 15 of the jugs to the market to trade for 

other things. The next week, Grandfather bottled another 19 jugs and stored them. At the end of 

the second week, how many jugs of maple syrup were stored in the sugar house? 

 

26 - 15 + 19 = ? 

GRADE 2 
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2-5: Using Data 
 

Willis saw these animals at Punxsutawney Pond: 

 

 7 black birds 

 10 orange birds 

 21 brown frogs 

 15 black frogs 

 2 brown moose 

 9 orange fish 

 13 brown fish 

 

 

Make a bar graph with three bars: Birds, Frogs, Moose, and Fish. Using a scale with whole 

numbers, make each bar represent how many of that animal Willis saw. 

 

¶ How many of each animal did Willis see? 

¶ Which kind of animal did he see the fewest of? 

¶ Which kind of animal did Willis see the most of? 

¶ How many more fish did Willis see, compared to birds? 

¶ How many fewer birds did Willis see, compared to frogs? 

¶ How many animals did Willis see in all? 

 

 

Now make a new bar graph with three bars: Black, Brown, and Orange. Using a scale with 

whole numbers, make each bar represent how many animals of each color Willis saw at the 

pond. 

 

¶ How many animals were black? How many were brown? How many were orange? 

¶ How many black animals and brown animals did Willis see all together? 

¶ How many fewer orange animals did Willis see, compared to brown? 

¶ How many orange animals and black animals did Willis see all together? 

¶ How many more black animals did Willis see, compared to orange? 
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