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Aut hor 6s Not e

April Fool, Phyllis! came to me from several different places. One of them
was Phyllis. She does not have the shy, retiring characteristics usually asso-
ciated with her species, and she informed me, loudly, that she wanted an-
other story. So, | thought, what should her next story be about? | grew up in
a family that enjoyed treasure hunts. We had them at Easter for jelly beans,
hidden around the living room. And we had them at birthdays. My dad de-
vised elaborate clues with riddles, ciphers, and codes of all Bindschal-

lenge to solve before schod! and the clues led us to our birthday pre-
sents. So that's where the treasure hunt part came from. The maple syrup
part came from my mom who, in a vdrittle House In The Big Woodgay,

took us out to tap trees, gather sap, and boil it down to syrup on our kitchen
stove, even though we grew up in the '70s and could have just gone to the
supermarket. We even tried making maple candy. Both treasure hunts and
syrup making were delightful, memorable parts of my childhood, so |
wanted to share them with Phyllis and with my young readers.

0 Susanna Leonard Hill
2011

How to Use This Guide

This classroom guide fakpril Fool, Phyllis! is designed for students in kin-
dergarten. It offers activities to help you integragil Fool, Phyllis! into
English language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, social studies, and art
curricula.

All activities in this guide are linked to content standards.

ELA and math activities are linked to the Common Core standards currently
being adopted by most states. Science and social studies activities are linked
to relevant content standards for Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New York, and Pennsylvania. At the back of this guide, you will find a list of
the guide activities and their related content standards.

A table of contents follows this page for easy reference.
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KINDERGARTEN
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

K-1: Story Comprehension

Before you read or listen #pril Fool, Phyllis!, look at the cover.
T What do you think the book will be about? Why do you think so?

Now read or listen to the book.
1 Who is the main character? Why do you think so?
f  Who are some of the other characters?
1 What kind of animal is Phyllis?

Where do you think the story takes place?
T What clues can you find in the story or the pictures?

Describe Phyllisbds home.
1 How is it different from your home?
1 How is it the same as your home?

Phyllis and her cousins go on a treasure hunt.
1 Have you ever been on a treasure hunt? Describe the things you looked for.
T What are some of the clues the young groundhogs follow?

Let 6s tal k aboutApriitHod, Phylisb pl e who made
1 Who is the author?
T  Who is the illustrator?
1 What kind of work did each person do to make the book?

Compare the illustration on pages 14 and 15 to the one on pages 26 and 27.
T  What is happening in each illustration?
1 How are the illustrations different?

As a class, reaBunxsutawney Phyllisby Susanna Leonard Hill.
T How is it similar toApril Fool, Phyllis!? How is it different?

Now readThe Snowy Dayby Ezra Jack Keats.
1 How is it similar toApril Fool, Phyllis!? How is it different?




KINDERGARTEN
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

K-2: New Words

The following words appear ipril Fool, Phyllis! On the page given, read each word in its
sentence. Use the whole sentence to help you discover and describe what the word means.

Remember: you may find additional clues in the illustrations.

prophet (pg. 4)
treasure (4)
whiff (4)

cancel (6)
blizzard (6)
stunned (6)
icicles (11)
burrow (13)
tunnel (13)
confetti (13)
swap (15)
youngsters (15)
thermometer (17)
kettle (17)
steam (17)
noticed (17)
degrees (17)
engine (18)
patch (20)

=A =4 =4 =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -4 A4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 A -4

tucked (23)
solved (23)
clung (26)
handfuls (31)

= =_ =4 =4




KINDERGARTEN
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

K-3: Do a Story Interview

An interview is when one person asks another person questions about a certain subject. When a
news reporter interviews someone, the reporter asks questions that beguhoyivhat,
when, where, why, andhow.

Now itds your turn to be AprihFeol Phwlis!ousd tieerspaced f t e r
below to write questions about the story. When your questions are ready, choose a partner and
interview each other about the story.

After your interviews, gather as a class again. What did you learn by asking your questions?

What did you | earn by answering your partnero
Who ?
What ?
Why ?
When ?
Where ?
How ?

Bonus question:
How many ?




